WATER AND SANITATION

The clean water gap

Complete table at: www.socialwatch.org/statistics2008
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NOTE: (*) Data refer to years or periods other than

those specified in the indicator definition.

DEFINITION OF INDICATORS:

Population with access to sanitation (%): Percentage

of the population with at least adequate excreta disposal
facilities (private or shared, but not public) that can
effectively prevent human, animal, and insect contact with
excreta. Improved facilities range from simple but protected
pit latrines to flush toilets with a sewerage connection. To
be effective, facilities must be correctly constructed and
properly maintained.

Last available data: 2004; evolution since 1990.

SOURCE: Joint Monitoring Programme for Water

Supply & Sanitation, UNICEF and WHO (www.

wssinfo.org).

Population with access to improved water sources (%):
Percentage of the population who use any of the following
types of water supply for drinking: piped water, public

tap, borehole or pump, protected well, protected spring or
rainwater. Improved water sources do not include vendor
provided waters, bottled water, tanker trucks or unprotected
wells and springs.

Last available data: 2004/2006; evolution since 1990.

For more detailed information on the reference years
of the data see complete tables at:
www.socialwatch.org/statistics2008

Methodological notes and guidelines at the end
of the section.
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WATER AND SANITATION
The clean water gap

ccess to drinkable water and adequate sanita-

tion facilities are fundamental components of
sustainable human development and the reduction
of poverty and hunger in the world. In the world
today, according to United Nations, a child dies
every 20 seconds due to lack of adequate sanita-
tion and 2.6 billion people — including almost one
million children — live without access to sanitation
facilities.

Although water is a crucial component for a
decentand healthy life, more than one billion people
have no access to improved water sources; the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warns that,
by 2025, 1.8 billion people will be living in countries
or regions with severe limitations in the access to
water. Arestricted access to water in adequate quan-
tity and quality diminishes the capacity to produce
food, energy and industrial products, while also
conspiring against the hygienic conditions indis-
pensable for reducing the impact of diseases.

Furthermore, the restrictions of access to basic
sanitation facilities have negative impacts on human
health and wellbeing; the lack of sanitation is linked
to various diseases that cause illness and death to
millions of people, among them cholera, diarrhea,
pneumonia and malnutrition.

The poor and the lack of access to water

The poorest of the world are those without access to
basic services and, therefore, the most exposed to
suffer the consequences. In rural areas, it is impos-
sible for many to ensure the daily production of sub-
sistence food and income. Both in rural and in urban
areas poor people are more prone to contracting
diseases due to the use of water — including water
contaminated by the absence of sanitation — unfit for
human consumption.

The information in the Table “The clean water
gap” summarized in Chart 1 shows the huge gap in
access to water and sanitation between countries
that are in a better or worse situation. The former
have, on average, reached high levels of access to
improved water sources (98.2%) and sanitation
(95%). At the other extreme, the average situation
indicates that more than 40% of the population in
these countries do not have access to improved
water sources, while almost 70% lack basic sanita-
tion services.

The vast majority (91%) of the countries
where there are severe restrictions to the popula-
tion’s access to these services are countries with a
low level of income according to the World Bank’s
classification.

Access by region

The shortage of water and adequate sanitation af-
fects practically all regions (Chart 2). The worst
relative situation is in Sub-Saharan Africa, where
there are more than 30 countries with a severe lack
of access to these basic services. In East Asia and
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CHART 1. Averages by indicator of countries

in water and sanitation

in better and worse relative situations

Population with access Population with access
to improved water sources (%) to sanitation (%)
o Average 58.5 329
Worse relative situation .
Number of countries 43 43
o Average 98.4 95.6
Better relative situation
Number of countries 81 67
Average 84.4 68.6
Total
Number of countries 195 177

50

CHART 2. Current situation in water and sanitation by region (number of countries)
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CHART 3. Current situation and evolution in water and sanitation

- - 1l - — Total
0 4 6 19 12 43
Below average 0 4 7 19 14 43
0 1 10 8 6 28
0 3 59 1 5 76
0 12 82 57 37 190

the Pacific there is also a high number of countries
with in a deficient situation, although the majority
of countries in the region do not suffer a significant
shortage in the region. In South Asia there is no
country in the better relative situation.

Europe is the region with the highest number
of countries practically without restrictions in the
population’s access to these services. Romania,
however, is among the countries in worse situation
and still shows unacceptable limitations (43%) in
access to improved water sources. Also in Europe,
Moldova is below the world average and a high
percentage of the population (32%) has no basic
sanitation facilities.

Although the data shows no major regressions
(Chart 3) in access to water and sanitation, the ex-
istence of some regression in this area is alarming.
The figures for Algeria, Maldives, Marshall Islands
and Uzbekistan register regression in access to
drinkable water, while Burundi and Liberia register
regression in access to sanitation.
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Most countries are stagnant in their coverage
of these services; although services reached ac-
ceptable levels, many countries are stagnant in a
scenario of rigid limitations to the access of drink-
able water and sanitation.=
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