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Centre for Youth & Social Development (CYSD) works with the deprived and the disprivileged towards the

goal of people-centred development. Its participatory development action enables people to pursue their

need-fulfilment through their own institutional means. Its training and capacity building support to devel-

opment organisations produced a cascade of effective learning at the grassroot and increasing professional

efficiency in development action at all levels. By building up alliances with agencies of shared intent it

attempts to bring on a pro-poor agenda in the mainstream of development policies and practices.

National Centre for Advocacy Studies (NCAS) is a membership-based organisation that has been working on

various people centred advocacy initiatives across the country. NCAS has a decade long history of training

people on advocacy and undertaking people-centred advocacy initiatives, NCAS works on various socio-

economic rights essentially from the perspective of the marginalised. NCAS also is involved in Media

Advocacy initiative, Advocacy Learning and Praxis and Governance and Advocacy. The theme in NCAS work

is bridging people and building ideas. NCAS sees the Social Watch process as an essential component towards

this end.

John Samuel is the Executive Director of NCAS. He is also a visiting fellow at IDS, Sussex.

Jagadananda is the Member Secretary of CYSD. He is a member of the Civil Society Advisory Committee of

the Commonwealth Foundation.

Bobby Kunhu co-ordinates the National Social Watch Coalition, He is a human rights lawyer with NCAS.

Gnanaprakasam is the Programme Co-ordinator with NCAS. He is an Anthropologist by profession.

A Surya Prakash has been reporting Parliament for the past couple of decades and has served in various

capacities with print and visual media. At present he is the Director of the Film and Media School attached

to the Institute of Integrated Learning in Management, New Delhi.

Praveen Jha is an Associate Professor in the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning at the Jawaharlal

Nehru University, New Delhi. He is also the Economic Advisor of Centre for Budget Accountability, New Delhi. 

Joseph Pookkatt is an Advocate practising in the Supreme Court of India. He runs a law portal called

Indlaw.com. He was assisted in the compilation of the Judiciary part of this report by Rohan Thawani and

Rahul Aggarwal.

Yogesh Kumar works with Samarthan, an institution working on grassroot democracy in Bhopal. 

The research team comprises NCAS governance unit and Central for Budget Accountability (CBA) team.
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