HOW TO READ THE TABLES OF SOCIAL WATCH
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In this section Social Watch presents a set of tables that permit an evaluation of the countries of the world based on the present situation of the principal indicators of development and their evolution since the early 90’s.  At the same time it relates these indicators to the commitments assumed by the world’s governments and their obligations under the principal treaties of the international human rights system.

All of the tables present the information available from the sources consulted, with countries listed in alphabetical order.

· The Present Situation of Poverty in the World: This table presents the latest data available from the sources consulted regarding different indicators of poverty and inequality of income distribution.
· Trends in Official Development Assistance: This table presents the assistance given by OECD donor countries as a percentage of their gross national income (GNI) and the evolution of this assistance between 1986 and 2006.

· Human Rights: A series of tables track the status of ratification of the main international human rights treaties, fundamental International Labour Organization (ILO) conventions and international treaties mentioned in the Millennium Declaration. This makes it possible to monitor the extent to which countries are fulfilling their obligations with regard to human rights.
· Tables by thematic areas: Each table presents the indicators available from international sources, permitting an evaluation of the current global and country-specific situation in these particular dimensions and their recent evolution. 

Thematic areas:

· Food security

· Education

· Information, science and technology

· Public expenditure

· Environment

· Health and children’s immunization

· Reproductive health

· Gender equity: education, economic activity and empowerment

How to read the thematic tables

The thematic area tables present the statistical information available for each indicator.  But in addition, they include a group of tools – both quantitative and qualitative – aimed at enriching the analysis and evaluation of the statistical information in the context of the corresponding area of development. 

1. Heading: For each area of social development, the related commitments assumed at the social summits are linked to the corresponding human rights treaties.  

2. BCI ranking: Presents a ranking of countries based on their scores on the Basic Capabilities Index (BCI), a measurement designed by Social Watch that evaluates country status with regard to the basic conditions of development.  (For more information about the BCI, see Methodology).  The first positions are occupied by the countries with the highest BCI scores.

3. Indicator: Each thematic area includes indicators that are pertinent to evaluating the dimension in question and for which information is available from a large number of countries.  This makes it possible to visualize the situation in each country while comparing the distances between them. (The definitions of each indicator can be found in the Glossary.) 

4. Present situation: This column presents the latest data available for each country according to the source consulted.  These figures allow us to evaluate and compare the present situation in the countries of the world.  Given that in many cases, the latest available figures are not up to date, it is important to take into account the time period to which the data correspond (if data do not correspond to the time period listed in the heading, they are identified with a letter that refers to a note at the bottom of the page). 

5. Initial data or starting point: This column presents the available information from as close as possible to 1990 (the year that is taken as the starting point in the international commitments that set quantitative goals in different aspects of social development).  For some indicators, the reference year (indicated in the heading) is later because sufficient information for 1990 was not available.  (As in Present Situation, data from periods different from those listed in the heading are identified with a letter that refers to a note at the bottom of the page).  
6. Progress or regression: Based on current and initial data, the rate of progress or regression over the intervening time period is calculated for each country, taking into consideration the evolution of all of the countries in this indicator (See Methodology).  The result is expressed graphically (See the related note at the bottom of the page), facilitating the reading and evaluation of performance in the indicator during this period.  The possible categories are: Significant regression, Slight regression, Stagnant, Slight progress, Significant progress.

7. Present situation in the area: This column illustrates the present situation of the countries in the corresponding dimension through a summarizing measurement that evaluates countries based on their performance on the set of indicators included for which information is available (See “Measurement of the current situation of countries and the rate of change” in Methodology).  The categories are: Countries in better situation, Countries above average, Countries below average, Countries in worse situation.

8. Progress or regression in the area: Presents the evolution of country situations as an average of the evolution in indicators for which sufficient information is available (see Methodology). The categories are: Significant regression, Slight regression, Stagnant, Slight progress, Significant progress.

9. Sources and Notes: The information used for the indicators is obtained from recognized international organizations that compile the statistics produced by the countries (See Methodology). Notes have been added with information needed to read the tables.
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