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Guidelines for the Social Watch national reports 2017

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda: Are “partners” delivering?
In 2017 Social Watch will join forces again with other global networks and NGOs (such as TWN, DAWN, GPF and ANND) to produce a new “Spotlight Report” on the 2030 Agenda. This report will be presented to the High Level Political Forum of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) when it meets next July 2017 to assess the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals that are at its core.

The Agenda 2030 and its seventeen Sustainable Development Goals is an ambitious and comprehensive program, that highlights the priority of poverty eradication and expands the existing focus on extreme poverty, to understand poverty as multidimensional and also addresses poverty in rich countries (to be reduced by half by 2030), emphasizes the reduction of inequalities (within and among countries), addresses sustainable production and consumption patterns, governance issues and means of implementation.

(You can find the whole document here: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E)

The 2030 Agenda is universal. No country can deem itself to be sustainably developed and having already done its part to meet the SDGs.
The Reflection Group on Sustainable Development (of which Social Watch is part) believes that there is a need for a strong presence of progressive civil society organizations to address systemic issues, structural obstacles and contradictions in the 2030 Agenda, shaping the discourse around that Agenda and monitoring its implementation. The 2030 Agenda includes a special chapter on “follow up and review” at national, regional and global levels. It is particularly worrying that in some cases not only the implementation of certain goals and targets but also their monitoring is being outsourced to “partnerships” involving funders, corporations, foundations and civil society organizations. This self monitoring undermines independent and objective assessment.

Monitoring and review should not be reduced to the implementation of the SDGs, of outputs or outcomes alone. Rather, policies and policy changes should also be scrutinized. Monitoring and review can also look at the extent and quality of the translation of SDGs into national plans and strategies, check policy (in)coherence, and assess whether resource allocation for these are adequate. These analyses are by their very nature qualitative rather than quantitative. Monitoring and review should include the structural obstacles to the implementation of the SDGs and disclose the actors and vested interests behind them.

Civil society organizations have to play a key role as independent watchdogs in holding governments, international organizations, International Financial Institutions and Multilateral Development Banks as well as transnational corporations accountable for their (positive or negative) contributions to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

The 2016 Spotlight report produced by the Reflection group involved 19 international and regional NGOs and networks in its preparation and mobilized more than 40 country coalitions to prepare their national reports. It was the first comprehensive monitoring effort of civil society on the 2030 Agenda and became a reference document. 

In 2016 we looked at the many obstacles to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda: the role of the state (or state tradition) in explaining economic and social policies;  economic policies shaped by neoliberal policies “without alternatives”; inequitable trade, investment, and monetary rules and policies; the obsession with economic growth that relies on fossil fuels and depletes biodiversity; the “race to the bottom”, where countries compete offering lower taxes, cheaper labour and residual social policies.

In 2017 the focus of the global report will be in implementation, looking in particular at privatizations, partnerships, and the corporate capture of multilateral institutions and governments.
The report will:
- analyze the impact of various privatization trends in certain SDG areas (e.g. education), particularly the impact on inequalities and on disparities of income, wealth and power; 

- it will look into the various forms of public-private partnerships and blended finance, for instance in the area of infrastructure development; 

- it will discuss the role of global partnerships and their main actors in areas like health; and 

- it will describe how the concentration of economic power through mergers and acquisitions of transnational corporations affects (or undermines) the implementation of the SDGs, for instance SDG 2 on sustainable agriculture.

As in 2016, the country reports will form a second volume of the Spotlight Report and will be published in full length on the websites of the Reflection Group and Social Watch.
All Social Watch coalitions are invited to contribute. Those that already contributed their reports in 2016 may prefer to update that analysis when needed and focus in particular on implementation and PPPs. Those that did not contribute in 2016 may feel that a comprehensive country overview is needed before focusing in particular on implementation mechanisms. Both approaches are valid and welcomed.
Q: What should be the scope of national reports?
A: The focus on the HLPF in 2017 will be "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world" with a specific focus on Goals 1 (poverty), 2 (hunger), 3 (health), 5 (women), 9 (infrastructure) and 14 (oceans). Goal 17 (implementation) will be reviewed each and every year. Social Watch national reports do not need to focus on these SDGs exclusively and can cover the whole of the agenda. We do encourage national reports to look in particular at the interlinkage between the different goals, at how the 2030 Agenda is implemented and the role of PPPs (private-public partnerships) in it.

Country coalitions should feel free to articulate their reports around their own priorities and demands.

Q: What is going to be the format of national reports?
A: Each national coalition can choose its own format and length for its national report, but in order to foster the sharing of experiences and allow for some comparisons, an “executive summary” of around 2500 words will be required. This summary will be translated into English and widely circulated, but the whole report in its original language will also be made available in the Social Watch website.

Q: What is the deadline?
A: A first draft or the report or its summary should reach the Social Watch secretariat by Monday, April 10th, 2017 in order for their conclusions to be incorporated in the cross-country analysis of the 2017 Spotlight Report. Final versions should arrive by Monday, May 15th, 2017 in order for them to be edited and posted online by the time of the launch in July. Reports received after that date will still be included in the website.

Q: Do national reports have to include statistics?
A: It is not expected that statistics and indicators be a main focus. Country coalitions may want to illustrate the main elements of their findings with figures showing trends, as appropriate. The Spotlight report will include a discussion section on the official indicators and their relevance.
Q: What are the main questions the report should answer?
A: The following questions should help to guide the drafting of the national reports:

1. What are the main government policies that contribute to the achievement of the SDGs (in the social, environmental and gender areas, for example)? and which policies (for example in the trade and investment areas) may deviate from achieving the SDGs?

2. Is the government taking steps to implement, follow-up and review the 2030 Agenda? Which would be the first steps recommended by CSOs? (E.g. to designate a Ministry or any other body to coordinate the Agenda implementation at the domestic level; to establish a commission to propose or develop national indicators; to open participatory mechanisms to design a national implementation plan)

3. What is the role of the private sector (national or transnational) in that implementation? Are PPPs being promoted? With what results? How does the private/corporate sector influence the implementation of the goals?

4. Have the CSOs access to the information and decision making processes regarding the planning for implementation, follow-up and review of the Agenda at the domestic level? Is the government open to advocacy efforts and proposals from the CSOs in this regard? What kind of efforts are the CSOs carrying out in this regard and which has been the government response to that? (E.g. networking and campaigning efforts, promotion of spaces of dialogue with officials, drafting of proposals...)

5. What has to be done? Which specific policy changes are necessary to make progress towards the achievement of the goal?

6. Are the SDGs known by the public? Is implementation of Agenda 2030 part of the national or subnational parliamentary or political debate?

Q: How will Social Watch support country coalitions in their preparation for their report?
A: Once coalitions have confirmed their intention to contribute a national report in 2017 they will be given access to a discussion list for the main authors of the national reports to exchange experiences. Further the editors will establish direct contact with the authors to assist in answering their specific concerns and otherwise contribute to their efforts.

Q: Which countries will be officially reporting to the UN in 2017?
A: As of February 6, the following countries are listed as submitting their Voluntary National Reviews to HLPF in 2017:
Afghanistan, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Botswana, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Monaco, Nepal, Netherlands, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Portugal, Qatar, Slovenia, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Uruguay and Zimbabwe.

There are active Social Watch coalitions in many of them and we will strongly encourage and support the presentation of alternative civil society reports at the UN, but contributions to the 2017 Spotlight report are not limited to these countries.
Q: How will civil society be involved in the official national voluntary reviews?
A: That is up to each country and the final decision is made by national governments. In some cases civil society organizations were part of their official delegations to the UN and they were even given official time to present their independent findings at ECOSOC. Other countries completely ignored civil society involvement.

Social Watch will try to increase civil society space during the HLPF and to help network and share experiences. Precisely because it is difficult to raise independent civil society voices during HLPF the networking and coordination around the “Spotlight report” and Social Watch involvement in it becomes more important.
We are aware that other global civil society networks are also trying to promote participation at the HLPF and at national level there is likely to be an overlap of initiatives. At Social Watch we understand that all decisions about alliances and collaboration at national level should be up to the national actors. As we receive more information about the process we will keep all of the network participants updated.
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